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After the wedding he went to Capernaum for a few days with his mother, his brothers, and his 
disciples. 13 It was nearly time for the Jewish Passover celebration, so Jesus went to 
Jerusalem. 14 In the Temple area he saw merchants selling cattle, sheep, and doves for 
sacrifices; he also saw dealers at tables exchanging foreign money. 15 Jesus made a whip from 
some ropes and chased them all out of the Temple. He drove out the sheep and cattle, scattered 
the money changers’ coins over the floor, and turned over their tables. 16 Then, going over to the 
people who sold doves, he told them, “Get these things out of here. Stop turning my Father’s 
house into a marketplace!” 
17 Then his disciples remembered this prophecy from the Scriptures: “Passion for God’s house 
will consume me.”  
18 But the Jewish leaders demanded, “What are you doing? If God gave you authority to do this, 
show us a miraculous sign to prove it.” 
19 “All right,” Jesus replied. “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 
20 “What!” they exclaimed. “It has taken forty-six years to build this Temple, and you can rebuild 
it in three days?” 21 But when Jesus said “this temple,” he meant his own body. 22 After he was 
raised from the dead, his disciples remembered he had said this, and they believed both the 
Scriptures and what Jesus had said. 
23 Because of the miraculous signs Jesus did in Jerusalem at the Passover celebration, many 
began to trust in him. 24 But Jesus didn’t trust them, because he knew all about people. 25 No one 
needed to tell him about human nature, for he knew what was in each person’s heart.   
 
 
Background 
 
Jesus traveled to Jerusalem for Passover, in accordance with the Law of Moses. The merchants 
were selling animals for sacrifice and dealers were exchanging foreign currency for Hebrew 
coins to pay the Temple tax. Though acceptable in their proper place, these activities were 
wrongly conducted in the sacred Temple courts, and motivated by profit rather than worship. 
 
Jesus cleansed the Temple twice. Here at the start of His ministry, and again near the end 
(Matthew 21, Mark 11, Luke 19). Note the text doesn’t say that Jesus hit any people, but the whip 
was likely used to drive out the animals. His actions fulfilled Psalm 69, showing His passion for 
God's house.  
 
When asked for a sign, Jesus spoke of His resurrection, referring to His body as the temple. The 
Jews misunderstood, thinking He meant Herod’s Temple—an expanded version of Zerubbabel’s 
Temple, built after the exile. This Temple was later destroyed in 70 AD, but parts like the Western 
Wall remain today. 
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Teaching Points 
 
1. There is a place for righteous anger. 
 
Some people are uncomfortable with the story of Jesus cleansing the Temple because it 
challenges the image of a gentle, meek Savior. But while Jesus was gentle, He also showed 
righteous anger when it was appropriate. Scripture affirms that Jesus will one day display wrath 
toward unbelievers (Revelation 6:16). Ephesians 4:26 teaches that it’s possible to be angry and 
not sin. We should feel righteous anger when God's name is dishonored or injustice occurs, but 
we must handle it without letting it turn into sin. 
 
2. There is a difference between belief and commitment. 
 
Verses 23–25 show that although many believed in the power of Jesus after seeing His miracles, 
He didn’t trust them because He knew their hearts. Their belief was superficial head knowledge, 
not genuine heart commitment. True faith requires personal trust and surrender. Jesus sees the 
difference, and so should we. 
 
 
Application 
 
1. Don’t make God’s house a place of merchandise. 
 
Jesus rebuked those turning the temple into a place of commerce (v16). That same mistake 
happens today when ministry becomes a means for profit. Sadly, schemes used for financial 
gain are often disguised as ministry. Even well-meaning believers can be tempted by ideas that 
prioritize money over mission. We must stay vigilant and ensure God’s work is not turned into a 
plot for personal gain. 
 
2. Have you cleansed God’s temple? 
 
Jesus cleansed the Temple, and so should we. According to 1 Corinthians, both the Church and 
the believer’s body are dwelling places of the Holy Spirit, and must be kept holy. Churches need 
to identify and confront sin, even when it’s difficult. Christians must examine their own lives for 
sin and remove anything that defiles their bodies as God’s temple. True joy and spiritual health 
come from living as a clean and holy temple. Have you cleansed God’s temple? 
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