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After this, Jesus crossed over to the far side of the Sea of Galilee, also known as the Sea of 
Tiberias. 2 A huge crowd kept following him wherever he went, because they saw his miraculous 
signs as he healed the sick. 3 Then Jesus climbed a hill and sat down with his disciples around 
him. 4 (It was nearly time for the Jewish Passover celebration.) 5 Jesus soon saw a huge crowd of 
people coming to look for him. Turning to Philip, he asked, “Where can we buy bread to feed all 
these people?” 6 He was testing Philip, for he already knew what he was going to do. 
7 Philip replied, “Even if we worked for months, we wouldn’t have enough money to feed them!” 
8 Then Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up. 9 “There’s a young boy here with five barley 
loaves and two fish. But what good is that with this huge crowd?” 
10 “Tell everyone to sit down,” Jesus said. So they all sat down on the grassy slopes. (The men 
alone numbered about 5,000.) 11 Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks to God, and distributed 
them to the people. Afterward he did the same with the fish. And they all ate as much as they 
wanted. 12 After everyone was full, Jesus told his disciples, “Now gather the leftovers, so that 
nothing is wasted.” 13 So they picked up the pieces and filled twelve baskets with scraps left by 
the people who had eaten from the five barley loaves. 
14 When the people saw him do this miraculous sign, they exclaimed, “Surely, he is the Prophet 
we have been expecting!”  
 
 
Background 
 
The “Feeding of the 5,000” and the resurrection are the only two miracles recorded in all four 
Gospels. Verse 10 tells us there were about 5,000 men, but Matthew 14:21 says there were also 
women and children. So the total number fed may have been as many as 12,000 or more. This 
miracle likely took place at the Sea of Galilee’s northeast side, on the slopes of today’s Golan 
Heights. The Passover season is probably mentioned in verse 4 to explain the large crowds. 
 
Jesus asked Philip where to buy bread, perhaps because Philip was from nearby Bethsaida and 
would know the area. In verse 14, the crowd likely connected Jesus to the promised prophet of 
Deuteronomy 18. It says God would raise up a prophet like Moses. Remember, under Moses the 
people were fed with the miraculous manna, and now the Lord was feeding them with 
miraculous bread. Jesus was indeed that prophesied Prophet. 
 
 
Teaching Points 
 
1. The miracles of Christ were pre-designed. 
 
Jesus’ question to Philip about buying bread was a test. He already knew what He would do. The 
miracle of multiplying the boy’s lunch wasn’t spontaneous. Like all of Christ’s miracles, this 
event was pre-designed from eternity. The miracles were never just random displays of power. 
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The "sign miracles" in John’s Gospel were meant both to demonstrate Jesus’ deity and to teach 
spiritual truths. Jesus could have created any kind of food, but He chose to multiply a small 
offering to show that God uses what we give in faith to bless many. Every miracle had a deeper 
lesson, so we should always look for the teaching associated with each one. 
 
2. Christians have a responsibility to meet social needs. 
 
This miracle teaches that believers have a responsibility to help meet the needs of others. Jesus 
tested Philip’s attitude by asking how to feed the crowd. If Philip had responded selfishly—
suggesting it wasn’t their responsibility—he would have failed the test. Likewise, Christians 
today should not only share the gospel, but also care for the real, practical needs of others. This 
is part of living out our faith. 
 
3.  There should be a balance between generosity and economy. 
 
In feeding the crowd, Jesus showed both generosity and economy. He provided as much as 
people wanted, yet ensured nothing was wasted. This teaches us to balance generosity with 
wise stewardship. As humans, we often swing to extremes. We’re either so focused on economy 
that we begin hoarding resources, or we become so generous that we forget to use resources 
carefully and wisely. Like Jesus, our personal lives, churches, and ministries should reflect a 
balance between giving freely and managing wisely. 
 
 
Application 
 
1. Give what you have to the Lord. 
 
The boy gave all he had to Jesus. Though only a small amount, it was enough for a miracle. 
Likewise, the Lord asks us to offer whatever we have... our time, talents, or resources... trusting 
Him to multiply it for His purposes. It’s not about the amount, but the willingness to surrender it 
all to His Lordship. 
 
2. Do what you can for the Lord. 
 
The disciples couldn’t perform the miracle, but they did what they could to organize the crowd, 
distribute food, and gather leftovers. In doing so, they shared in the blessing. Likewise, we may 
not have dramatic gifts, but there’s always something we can do for the Lord. From greeting at 
church, to driving others who need transportation, to simply serving where needed, God blesses 
those who faithfully do what they can. 
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