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The Alliance Between Jehoshaphat and Ahab 

2 Chronicles 18 

2 Chronicles 18:1-27 -  “Jehoshaphat had riches and honor in abundance; and by marriage he allied himself with 

Ahab. 2 After some years he went down to visit Ahab in Samaria; and Ahab killed sheep and oxen in abundance for him 

and the people who were with him, and persuaded him to go up with him to Ramoth Gilead. 3 So Ahab king of Israel said 

to Jehoshaphat king of Judah, “Will you go with me against Ramoth Gilead?” And he answered him, “I am as you are, and 

my people as your people; we will be with you in the war.” 4 Also Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, “Please inquire for 

the word of the LORD today.” 

5 Then the king of Israel gathered the prophets together, four hundred men, and said to them, “Shall we go to war against 

Ramoth Gilead, or shall I refrain?” So they said, “Go up, for God will deliver it into the king’s hand.” 6 But Jehoshaphat 

said, “Is there not still a prophet of the LORD here, that we may inquire of Him?” 

7 So the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “There is still one man by whom we may inquire of the LORD; but I hate him, 

because he never prophesies good concerning me, but always evil. He is Micaiah the son of Imla.”  And Jehoshaphat 

said, “Let not the king say such things!” 8 Then the king of Israel called one of his officers and said, “Bring Micaiah the son 

of Imla quickly!” 9 The king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah, clothed in their robes, sat each on his throne; and 

they sat at a threshing floor at the entrance of the gate of Samaria; and all the prophets prophesied before them. 10 Now 

Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah had made horns of iron for himself; and he said, “Thus says the LORD: ‘With these you 

shall gore the Syrians until they are destroyed.’” 11 And all the prophets prophesied so, saying, “Go up to Ramoth Gilead 

and prosper, for the LORD will deliver it into the king’s hand.” 

12 Then the messenger who had gone to call Micaiah spoke to him, saying, “Now listen, the words of the prophets with one 

accord encourage the king. Therefore please let your word be like the word of one of them, and speak encouragement.” 

13 And Micaiah said, “As the LORD lives, whatever my God says, that I will speak.” 14 Then he came to the king; and the 

king said to him, “Micaiah, shall we go to war against Ramoth Gilead, or shall I refrain?”  And he said, “Go and prosper, 

and they shall be delivered into your hand!” 

15 So the king said to him, “How many times shall I make you swear that you tell me nothing but the truth in the name of 

the LORD? 16 Then he said, “I saw all Israel scattered on the mountains, as sheep that have no shepherd. And 

the LORD said, ‘These have no master. Let each return to his house in peace.’” 

17 And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Did I not tell you he would not prophesy good concerning me, but evil?” 

18 Then Micaiah said, “Therefore hear the word of the LORD: I saw the LORD sitting on His throne, and all the host of 

heaven standing on His right hand and His left. 19 And the LORD said, ‘Who will persuade Ahab king of Israel to go up, that 

he may fall at Ramoth Gilead?’ So one spoke in this manner, and another spoke in that manner. 20 Then a spirit came 

forward and stood before the LORD, and said, ‘I will persuade him.’ The LORD said to him, ‘In what way?’ 21 So he said, ‘I 

will go out and be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.’ And the LORD said, ‘You shall persuade him and also 

prevail; go out and do so.’ 22 Therefore look! The LORD has put a lying spirit in the mouth of these prophets of yours, and 

the LORD has declared disaster against you.” 
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23 Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah went near and struck Micaiah on the cheek, and said, “Which way did the spirit 

from the LORD go from me to speak to you?” 24 And Micaiah said, “Indeed you shall see on that day when you go into an 

inner chamber to hide!” 25 Then the king of Israel said, “Take Micaiah, and return him to Amon the governor of the city and 

to Joash the king’s son; 26 and say, ‘Thus says the king: “Put this fellow in prison, and feed him with bread of affliction and 

water of affliction, until I return in peace.””  27 But Micaiah said, “If you ever return in peace, the LORD has not spoken by 

me.” And he said, “Take heed, all you people!” 

 

Background Notes 

 

Good King Jehoshaphat, king of the southern kingdom of Judah, made a very bad decision.  He allied himself to go war 

against the Syrians with wicked Ahab, king of the northern kingdom of Israel.  The territory of Ramoth-Gilead belonged to 

Israel, but it had been taken over by the Syrians, but for King Jehoshaphat, who loved the Lord, to make an alliance with 

unbelieving King Ahab was wrong.  Jehoshaphat made a state visit to Samaria, the capital of the northern kingdom, and 

Ahab made a great banquet to entertain Jehoshaphat before he made the proposal of the alliance.  

 

An alliance by marriage had previously made between Jehoshaphat and Ahab (v1). Jehoshaphat made this further 

alliance with Ahab without praying and without consulting the Lord: “He answered him, “I am as you are, and my people 

as your people; we will be with you in the war.”  Think of a believer making an agreement like this with an unbeliever!   

Sadly, unequal yokes and unholy alliances happen all the time in the Christian community.  

 

However, Jehoshaphat told Ahab he wanted confirmation from the Lord that he had made the right decision.  “Do you 

want the Lord’s will?” Ahab said.  “No problem!”  And he rounded up 400 of his prophets. “So they said, “Go up, for God 

will deliver it into the king’s hand” (v5).  But they were false prophets and Jehoshaphat knew it, so he asked Ahab for a 

true prophet of the Lord.  Ahab said that Macaiah was the only prophet of the Lord, but he didn’t like to listen to Macaiah 

because (not surprisingly) Macaiah never said any good things about Ahab!  In Ahab we certainly see an example of what 

Romans 1:18 says about the unbeliever: “They suppress the truth in unrighteousness.”  

 

Jehoshaphat said that he wanted to hear what Macaiah had to say anyway, so Ahab sent for Macaiah.  At first Macaiah 

said exactly what Ahab wanted to hear, but Ahab knew that this wasn’t the truth.  So then, when Macaiah told Ahab that 

Israel would be totally defeated, Ahab said to Jehoshaphat, “See, what did I tell you? He never prophesies anything good 

about me - only evil” (v17). You’d think at this point Jehoshaphat would have said, “Do you want the truth - or do you only 

want to hear what you want to hear?”  Do you ever wonder why people love to go to churches where God’s judgment on 

sin is not preached?  They go to hear what they want to hear.  They do not want to hear the whole counsel of God. 

When Macaiah revealed the whole counsel of God, and that God had allowed an evil spirit to deceive Ahab’s false 

prophets, and that Ahab would be defeated, Ahab had Macaiah denounced and thrown into prison.  Macaiah did not water 

down the truth for his own wellbeing and safety.  And neither should believers today, when we teach and preach God’s 

Word.  (By the way, regarding verse 22, our sovereign God controls all evil spirits and allows them to do and speak evil, 

but this does not in any way make God the source of evil.)  
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Doctrinal Points 

 

1.  Believers sometimes are persuaded by others to make stupid decisions.  

 

2 Chronicles 18:28-29 -  “So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah went up to Ramoth Gilead. 29 And the 

king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “I will disguise myself and go into battle; but you put on your robes.” So the king of 

Israel disguised himself, and they went into battle.”  

 

Can you believe it?  Jehoshaphat not only kept his wrong alliance with wicked King Ahab, but he foolishly followed Ahab’s 

advice!  He went into battle dressed as king, while Ahab disguised himself so he wouldn’t be killed.  And Jehoshaphat 

went along with this plan!  How could he have been so blind?  Consider the following:  Ahab had set Jehoshaphat up with 

a state banquet that honored Jehoshaphat, so he was able to manipulate and persuade Jehoshaphat into making these 

stupid decisions. Then they sat together with great pomp, on two thrones at the gate of Samaria, in all their royal apparel.  

There was also the marriage between the royal children.  No doubt this fed Jehoshaphat’s pride.  All of these factors 

reduced Jehoshaphat’s resolve to do what was right and blinded him to the stupid decisions he was making.  

 

And this can happen to believers today.  Watch out when the world praises you and honors you, and pressures you into 

an alliance like a marriage, or a business deal, or some other unbiblical commitment.  2 Corinthians 6:14 says, “Do not be 

unequally yoked together with unbelievers.”   Sometimes believers are persuaded by others to make stupid decisions. 

 

2.  Believers sometimes are rescued from the consequences of their stupid decisions.  

 

2 Chronicles 18:30-31 -  “Now the king of Syria had commanded the captains of the chariots who were with him, saying, 

“Fight with no one small or great, but only with the king of Israel.” 31 So it was, when the captains of the chariots saw 

Jehoshaphat, that they said, “It is the king of Israel!” Therefore, they surrounded him to attack; but Jehoshaphat cried out, 

and the LORD helped him, and God diverted them from him.”  

 

Good King Jehoshaphat almost lost his life because of his stupid decision, but at the last minute, when he realized that he 

was a target and a sitting duck, he cried out to the Lord.  And the Lord delivered him!   

 

The Lord can rescue us from the consequences of our stupid decisions.  But remember - the Lord does not always 

rescue us from the consequences of our stupid decisions.  Sometimes we must suffer the consequences.   

 

King Jehoshaphat was rescued from the consequences of his bad decision in chapter 18, but in chapter 36 we’ll see that 

the Lord did not rescue good King Josiah from the consequence of his bad decision.  The point is: believers sometimes 

are rescued from the consequences of their stupid decisions. 
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Practical Application 

 

Remember, our random is not God’s random.  

 

2 Chronicles 18:32-34 -  “For so it was, when the captains of the chariots saw that it was not the king of Israel, that they 

turned back from pursuing him.33 Now a certain man drew a bow at random, and struck the king of Israel between the 

joints of his armor. So he said to the driver of his chariot, “Turn around and take me out of the battle, for I am 

wounded.” 34 The battle increased that day, and the king of Israel propped himself up in his chariot facing the Syrians until 

evening; and about the time of sunset he died.”  

 

A Syrian soldier “just happened” to shoot an arrow in the general direction of Israel’s forces.   Maybe he was too scared to 

aim properly.  In any case, the arrow “just happened” to find a chink in Ahab’s armor.  Do you think all of this was just by 

chance?  Of course not!  Nothing happens by “chance.”  

 

But it says a certain man drew a bow “at random.”  Yes, but remember “random” from the human perspective is not 

“random” from the divine perspective.  Ephesians 1:11 says that God “works all things according to His will.”   How many 

things does “all things” mean?  “All things” means all things!  

 

So many events in life appear to be “random happenings.”  That’s right.  They appear to be random - but remember, our 

“random” is not our sovereign God’s “random”! 
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